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next day he would hold a Cabinet meeting, and would
resign, if a majority of his colleagues did not agree with
him. Accordingly, on June 6, the Cabinet was forced to
choose between M.. Rouvier and M. Delcasse. All the Min-
isters sided with the Prime Minister, according to infor-
mation conveyed to Radolin. M. Delcasse resigned, and M,
Rouvier took over his portfolio.
M, Delcasse's fall did not relieve the tension so much as
Rouvier had hoped. There followed many weeks of difficult
negotiations before the two countries could find a formula
establishing the basis on which the conference should meet.
Meanwhile England supported every French argument so
strongly, and the English Press launched such a campaign
against Germany, that the Moroccan question became al-
most more of an Anglo-German than a Franco-German con-
flict. Thanks in part to President Roosevelt's enjoying the
confidence of M. Jusserand and Baron Speck von Sternburg
at Washington, he was able tactfully and skilfully to secure
first a French acceptance of the conference idea, and then
the basis on which it should proceed.
When the conference finally met at Algeciras in January,
1906, there still remained the fundamental clash between
the Anglo-French and the German positions. France and
England pulled every possible political wire to secure de-
cisions which would carry out the intention of the Anglo-
French Agreement of 1904 and give France control. Ger-
many pulled with equal energy, but less success, to secure
equal rights for all nations and the establishment of a con-
trol in Morocco which should be genuinely international
and not purely French. In sketching the development of
the system of secret alliances, it is unnecessary to go into
these Algeciras intrigues. Suffice it to say that Germany
won in principle, but France won in practical results. The
main importance of the First Morocco Crisis lies in the
fact that from the outset it strengthened the ties between